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Electric department employ-
ee dies due to electrocution
in J&K" s Srinagar: An employ-
ee of the power development
department (PDD) died due to
electrocution on Wednesday
in J&K" s Srinagar district.
Sources said that a PDD
inspector identified as Imtiyaz
Ahmad died due to electrocu-
tion when he was carrying
out some repairs in the Parm-
pora area of Srinagar district.
“He was immediately shifted
to hospital where doctors
pronounced him dead on
arrival,” sources said. adding
that police have taken cog-
hizance of the incident. Locals
have demanded an inquiry
into the incident. IANS

IIT Jammu develops anti-
drone system: Dr Karan
Nathwani, professor in the
Electrical Engineering
department of IIT Jammu,
has constructed an anti-
drone system that works
mainly on sound technology.
"It is the first of its kind, and
we have developed an
entirely new technology
called sound-based detec-
tion. This system detects the
sound emitted by drones,
producing a unique signature
that helps in their identifica-
tion...if a match is found, the
drone is detected. The cost
of this system is about Rs 4
lakh," he said. ANI

Once operational, helicopters will be stationed at AIIMS Rishikesh,

covering

a 150 km radius, This will ensure timely tmnspormtlon of

accident victims and patients from hilly terrainto AIIMS.

AVIATION MINISTER JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA

AS INDIAIS SET TO WITNESS ITS FIRST HELICOPTER EMERGENCY SERVICE IN UTTARAKHAND

NEW DELHI, THURSDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2024

Soniafilesnominationfor Rajva
Sabhabiennial polisfromJaipur

Foursetsof nomination papers, proposedandseconded byMLAs, weresubmitted toElection Officer

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, 14 FEBRUARY

ongress Parliamen-

tary Party Chairper-

son Sonia Gandhi

today filed her nomi-
nation papers for Rajya Sabha
biennial polls to be held on 3
seats on February 27.

Four sets of nomination
papers, proposed and sec-
onded by MLAs were submit-
ted to Election Officer and
Assembly Secretary Mahavir
Prasad Sharma. After arriving
atJaipurInternational Airport
in the forenoon, she accom-
panied by herson Rahul Gand-
hiand daughter Priyanka Gand-
hi Vadra moved to Taj Hotel
(Ram Bagh) where she had a
stopover. She had a discus-
sion with former CM Ashok
Gehlotand otherlocalleaders
including PCC President G S
Dotasar and Leader of Oppo-
sition Tika Ram Jully.

On arriving at Election
Office in Rajasthan Vidhan
Sabha, Ms Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, and Ms Vadra were
extended warm welcome and
felicitated in Rajasthani style

Congress Parliamentary Party Chairperson Sonia Gandhi files her nomination for the Rajya
Sabha election from Jaipur in Rajasthan on Wednesday as party leaders Rahul Gandhi, Ashok
Gehlot and Govind Singh Dotasra Iook on » ANI

in "Oppositionlobby' by party
MLAs and top state leaders.
PostingonhisX; party's Gen-
eral Secretary Bhanwar Jiten-
dra Singh says, "We welcome
Sonia Gandhi. People of
Rajasthan welcome her. Dur-
ing the UPA T and UPAII gov-
ernments, a lot of work was
done...Sonia Gandhi hasworked
as Congress president for

long...So, there is great joy
among Congress peopleand the
publicin Rajasthan. Herarrival
will strengthen us."

Alwar's royal scion Bhan-
war Jitendra was front runner
forthe RS seatfrom Rajasthan.
Former CM Gehlothasalsowel-
comed party decision fornom-
inatingMs Gandhiand thanked
Congress President Mallikarjun

Kharge for this selection.

The BJP has already field-
ed its candidates -- Madan
Rathore Chunnilal Garasia -
-for this biennial polls. Former
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh (Congress) and BJP's
Union Minister Bhupender
Yadavwill retire from the Rajya
Sabha onApril 3, as perreports.

The third seatfell vacant fol-

Defence ministry surpasses ordervalue of I1lakh crore through GeM

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 FEBRUARY

The defence ministry has
made an astounding accom-
plishment by surpassing the
Rs 11akh crore markin terms
oftotal order value transact-
ed through the government
e-Marketplace (GeM) portal,
also known as Gross Mer-
chandise Value (GMV), the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry said in a statement
on Wednesday.

Of this, transactions worth
around Rs 45,800 Crore have
been awarded in the current

‘Devoid of MSP

financial year.

From procurement of gen-
eral store items like eggs to mis-
sile systems and critical
defence acquisitions, GeM
has helped MoD execute
more than 5.47 lakh orders,
it added.

In line with GeM’s core
value of maximising social
inclusion, 50.7% of the total
orders, amounting to Rs 60,593
Crore, have been awarded
to Micro and Small Enterprises
(MSEs) by MoD buyers, driv-
ingIndia’s economy closer to
self-reliance, as per reports.

“The Ministry is the first

guarantee, farmers

arebeinglooted’:

National Kisan

Mahapanchayat

YASH GOYAL
JAIPUR, 14 FEBRUARY

National Kisan Mahapanchayat pres-
ident RampalJattodayalleged thatin
the absence ofalaw guaranteeing pur-
chase at the minimum support price
(MSP), farmers were helpless and
being looted by traders as they were
forced to sell their produce at prices

lower than their cost.

"Despite the declared minimum
support price of mustard being at Rs
5,650 per quintal, farmers have to sell
it in the market at Rs 4200 per quin-
tal, due to which farmers are getting
prices aslow as Rs 1450 per quintal",

Jat told reporters here.

"Whereas thereis no sign of the dou-
ble engine government (of the BJP) start-
ing the purchase of agricultural pro-
duce at minimum support price. An
interesting factis that when different
partiesarein power at the Centre and
the State, they blame each other for
not making purchases" he further

blamed.

Last year too, farmers had to sell
their mustard after incurringaloss of
more than Rs 1000(per quintal), he

added.

"On the other hand, 75 per cent of
the produce atthe minimum support
price has been kept out of the scope
of procurement. Despite the option of
payingalowprice, the government does
not take anyinitiative. The government,
which spends the country's currency
abroad on importing edible oil, is not
ready to pay even the cost price of the
produce to the farmers of its own
country”,Jataccused. The Centre has
been continuously announcing in
Parliament thatfarmers should notbe
forced to sell their produce at prices
lower than the declared minimum sup-
port price, he stated. '"But the gov-
ernmentis notserious aboutits prom-
isesregarding farmers. Thatiswhythe
adage of eating elephant's teeth and
showing them s true, yet the govern-
mentdoes not take any meaningful ini-
tiative towards bridging the gap
between its words and deeds,'' he
pointed out. On behalf of the farm-
ers of the country, the Mahapan-
chayaturged the Central government
toremove the stigma of farmer suicides
from the countrybyenactingalawguar-
anteeing purchase at the minimum sup-
portprice." With this, the countrywill
become prosperous and farmers will
become capable of givingloansinstead
of standingin queues to ask forloans.
Sameis the situation with other crops
like gram, moongand millet," the farmer

union organisation said.

central government entity to
cross this staggering figure,
exemplifyingits resolute com-
mitment towards optimis-

ing public spending in the
Defence sector. This mile-
stone underscores the effort
and commitment of the Min-
istry of Defence to embrace
the change and set out as a
key propeller of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s vision
of a self-reliant India,” said
CEO, GeM, PK Singh, as per
reports.

Ministry of Defence has
been an early adopter of GeM,
since its inception. The
immense trust placed in the
portal by nearly 19,800 MoD
buyers across the country,
including remote far flung

areas like North-Eastern States,
Leh-Ladakh, & various Island
Territories, have enabled it to
bag this remarkable achieve-
ment.

Furthermore, the engage-
ment of Defence PSUs on
the GeM platform has not only
facilitated procurement but
has also facilitated sales,
marking a paradigm shift in
the procurementlandscape.

Through initiatives like
demand aggregation modules,
GeM continues to deliver
cost-effectiveness and effi-
ciencyin government trans-
actions.

On arriving at Election
Office in Rajasthan Vidhan
Sabha, Ms Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, and Ms Vadra were
extended warm welcome
and felicitated in Rajasthani
style in "Opposition lobby’
by party MLAs and top
state leaders.

lowingtheresignation of BJP's
RS MP Kirori Lal Meena who
contested the Rajasthan Leg-
islative Assembly election and
became the Agriculture Min-
ister in the Bhajan govern-
ment.Thelastdate of filingnom-
ination papersis February 15.
Of the 200 members of
the Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly, the ruling BJP has
astrength of 115 MLAs, Con-
gress 70, Bhartiya Tribal Party
3,BSP2,RLD & RLPone each
and Independents 8. Hence
the BJP will have victory on
two seats, and the Congress
one, if the election goes uncon-
tested on February 27.

BJPfieldsNadda, ex-Congress
leader Ashok Chavan, others
for Rajya Sabhaelections

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 FEBRUARY

BJP President Jagat Prakash
Nadda, former Maharashtra
chief minister and Congress
leader Ashok Chavan, who
joined the partyyesterday, and
Railway Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw are among the party can-
didates for the Rajya Sabha
Biennial elections.

Nadda will fight from
Gujarat along with Govindb-
hai Dholakia, Mayanakbhai
Nayak, and Dr Jashvantsinh
Salamsinh from the state, said
party’s National General Sec-
retary Arun Singh in a press
release on Wednesday.

Chavan, whojoined the BJP
on Tuesday after resigning
from the Congress adaybefore,
is the party nominee from
Maharashtra. The other two can-
didates fielded from the state
are Megha Kulkarni and Dr
Ajit Gopchhade.

VaishnawisaBJP candidate
from Odisha. Theruling BJDin
the state has announced sup-
porttohiscandidatureasithad
donelast time signaling a tacit
understanding between the

Chavan, who joined
the BJP on Tuesday
after resigning from
the Congress a day
before, is the party
nhominee from Maha-
rashtra.

two parties. It is going to be a
repeat of the 2019 RS polls in
the state when Vaishnaw was
sent to the Upper House with
thewholehearted supportofthe
regional party.

The saffron party fielded Dr.
L Murugan, Umesh Nath
Maharaj, Maya Naroliya, and
Bansilal Gurjar from Madhya
Pradesh.

Elections to 56 Rajya Sabha
seatsin 15 statesare scheduled
tobeheld onFebruary27. The
last date for filing the nomina-
tion is February 15.
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