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CITY MAX(°C) MIN(°C)
SINGAPORE 32 24 H
HONG KONG 31 27 H
TOKYO 21 10 CL
LONDON 20 08 S
DUBAI 33 22§
SAN FRANCISCO 15 06 R
NEW YORK 14 06 H
MOSCOW 12 05 H

S=sunny, CL= clear, H=hazy,
R=rainy...

Death toll rises to 23 in
South Korea battery plant
fire: Rescue workers
retrieved one more body
on Tuesday after a fire at a
lithium battery plant in
Hwaseong, south of Seoul,
one of the worst chemical
plant accidents in the coun-
try. The retrieval increased
the death toll to 23 from
the fire that gutted lithium
battery maker Aricell's
plant in Hwaseong, 45 Kkilo-
metres south of Seoul, the
previous day, Yonhap news
agency reported. IANS

Lithuanian President, Span-
ish King visit air force base:
Lithuanian President Gitanas
Nauseda and Spanish King
Felipe VI visited a Lithuanian
air force base and met with
the Spanish troops partici-
pating in the Baltic air polic-
ing mission. The NATO air
policing mission in the Baltic
States was launched at the
end of March 2004, follow-
ing Lithuania's accession to
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO). IANS
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plane carryingJulian

Assangelanded Tues-

day in Bangkok for

refueling, as the Wik-
iLeaks founder was on his
way to enter a plea deal with
the U.S. government that will
free him and resolve the legal
case that spanned years and
continents over the publica-
tion of a trove of classified doc-
uments.

A chartered flight from
London that Assange’s wife,
Stella, confirmed was carry-
ingher husbandlanded at Don
Mueang International Air-
port. Officials there told The
Associated Press the plane was
scheduled to continue on to
Saipan, the capital of the
Northern Mariana Islands, a
U.S. commonwealth in the
Pacific, where Assange is
expected to appear in court
on Wednesday.

He’s expected to plead
guilty to an Espionage Act
charge of conspiring to unlaw-
fully obtain and disseminate
classified national defense
information, according to the
U.S. Justice Departmentina
letter filed in court.

Assange is expected to
return to his home country of
Australia after his plea and sen-
tencing. The hearing is tak-
ing place in Saipan because

While this is g welcome development, we recognise
these proceedings are crucial and delicate.

of Assange’s opposition to
traveling to the continental U.S.
and the court’s proximity to
Australia, prosecutors said.

British judicial officials
confirmed that Assange left
the U.K. on Monday evening
after being granted bail at a
secret hearing last week.

“Thirteen-and-a-halfyears
and two extradition requests
after he was first arrested,
Julian Assangeleft the U.K. yes-
terday, following a bail hear-
inglast Thursday, held in pri-
vate at his request,” said
Stephen Parkinson, the chief
prosecutor for England and
Wales.

The plea deal brings an
abrupt conclusion to a crimi-
nal case of international intrigue

AUSTRALIA'S PRIME MINISTER ANTHONY ALBANESE
WELCOMING NEWS OF WIKILEAKS FOUNDER'S RELEASE

WikiLeaks founderJulian Assangeon
hiswaytoUS courtandlater, freedom

Julian Assangeis expected to plead guilty toviolating USespionage law in exchange for hisfreedom

and to the U.S. government’s
yearslong pursuit of a pub-
lisher whose hugely popular
secret-sharing website made
him a cause célebre among
many press freedom advo-
cateswhosaid heacted asajour-
nalist to expose U.S. military
wrongdoing. U.S. prosecutors,
in contrast, have repeatedly
asserted thathisactionsbroke
the law and put the country’s
national security at risk.
Stella Assange told the BBC
from Australia that it had
been “touch and go” over the
past 72 hours whether the
deal would go ahead but she
felt “elated” at the news. A
lawyer who married the Wik-
iLeaks founder in prison in
2022, she said details of the

Israel’shigh courtordersthearmytodrattultra-Orthodoxmen
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Israel’s Supreme Court on
Tuesday ruled unanimous-
ly that the military must
begin drafting ultra-Ortho-
dox men for compulsory
service, alandmark decision
that could lead to the collapse
of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu'’s governing coali-
tion as Israel continues to
wage war in Gaza.

The historic ruling effec-
tively puts an end to a
decades-old system that
granted ultra-Orthodoxmen
broad exemptions from mil-
itary service while main-
taining mandatory enlist-
ment for the country’s sec-
ular Jewish majority. The
arrangement, deemed dis-
criminatory by critics, has cre-
ated adeep chasminIsrael’s
Jewish majority over who
should shoulder the burden

Parl speaker, Tehran mayor
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Six candidates have been
approved bylIran’s theocracy
toruninFriday’s presidential
election toreplace thelate Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi, who died
inahelicopter crash with sev-
eral other officials in May.

Among them, Iran’s par-
liament speaker stands out as
the mostrecognizable figure.
Alittle-known politician and
heartsurgeonisalso on the bal-
lot. He is the only reformist
while the others are more
skewed toward hard-liners
who back Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khameneiwith-
outquestion and challenge the
West.

Andifpreviouselectionsare
a guide to Iranian politics,
several candidates could drop
outin the final days before the
vote to coalesce around a
unity candidate.

Meanwhile, authorities are

of protecting the country.
The court struck down a
law that codified exemptions
in 2017, but repeated court
extensions and government
delaying tactics over areplace-
mentdragged outaresolution
foryears. The courtruled that
inthe absence ofalaw, Israel’s
compulsory military service
applies to the ultra-Orthodox
like any other citizen.
Under longstanding

not urging the public to vote
as vocally as they have in the
past, particularly after a par-
liamentary election earlier in
the year that saw the lowest
turnout since the country’s 1979
Islamic Revolution.

Amirhossein Ghazizadeh
Hashemi:Ghazizadeh Hashe-
mi, 53, served as one of Raisi’s
vice presidents and as the
head of the Foundation of
Martyrs and Veterans Affairs.
He ran in the 2021 presiden-

)

arrangements, ultra-Ortho-
dox men have been exempt
from the draft, which is com-
pulsory for mostJewish men
and women, who serve three
and two yearsrespectively as
well as reserve duty until
around age 40.

These exemptions have
long been a source of anger
among the secular public, a
divide thathas widened dur-
ing the eight-month-old war,

as the military has called up
tens of thousands of soldiers
and saysitneeds all the man-
power it can get. Over 600 sol-
diers have been killed since
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack.

Politically powerful ultra-
Orthodox parties, key part-
ners in Netanyahu’s gov-
erning coalition, oppose any
change in the current system.
If the exemptions are ended,
they could bolt the coali-
tion, causing the govern-
ment to collapse and likely
leading tonew elections ata
time when its popularity has
dropped.

In the current environ-
ment, Netanyahu could have
a hard time delaying the
matter any further or pass-
inglaws torestore the exemp-
tions. During arguments,
government lawyers told the
court that forcing ultra-Ortho-
doxmen to enlistwould “tear
Israeli society apart.”

agreement would be made
public once the judge had
signed off on it.

“He will be a free man
once it is signed off by a
judge,” she said, adding that
shestilldidn’t thinkitwas real.

She told Britain’s PAnews
agency that the flight was
costing Assange $500,000 and
they would start a fundrais-
ing campaign to help pay for
it. Kristinn Hrafnsson, editor-
in-chief of WikiLeaks, said
the deal for Assange came
about after the growinginvolve-
ment of Australian Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese.

“Thisistheresultofalong,
long process which has been
goingon for some time. It has
been a tough battle, but the

Man who set off
18-hour hostage

standoft at Hamburg

Airport jailed
BERLIN, 25 JUNE

A German courton Tuesday
convicted a man who drove
onto the tarmac at Ham-
burgAirportwith his 4-year-
old daughterlast year and was
arrested after an 18-hour
standoff of hostage-taking
and other charges.

He was sentenced to 12
years in prison.

The Hamburg state court
also convicted the 35-year-
old defendant, whose name
wasn’t released in line with
German privacy rules, of
removal of a child, inten-
tional bodily harm and pos-
sessing ammunition, Ger-
man news agency dpareport-
ed. Presiding Judge Torsten
Schwarz described his actions
as an “act of madness.” ar

heartsurgeoninrace for Iran’s next Prez

tial election and received just
under 1 million votes, coming
inlastplace. In debates sofar,
he’surged the country to con-
tinue to follow the policies of
Raisi and insisted that Iran does
not need foreign investment
to succeed, despite the wide-
spread economic challenges
the nation now faces.

Saeed Jalili:The 58-year-old

Jailiis ahard-line politician and
former senior nuclear nego-
tiator. Heranin Iran’s 2013 pres-

idential election and regis-
tered in 2021 before with-
drawingto support Raisi. Cur-
rent CIA director Bill Burns, who
dealt with Jalili in negotia-
tionsin the past, has described
him as “stupefyingly opaque”
in talks. He got the nickname
“The Living Martyr” afterlos-
ingaleginthe 1980sIran-Iraq
war. He maintains that Iran
doesn’tneed to negotiate over
its nuclear program with the
West. Though he is seen as
maintaining close ties to
Khamenei, he’snot considered
tobeafront-runner. His cam-
paign largely has focused on
rural voters.

Masoud Pezeshkian:A 69-
year-old heart surgeon,
Pezeshkian is the only reformist
candidate amongthe hard-line
figures seeking the presiden-
cy. He’s said he’d want to
renegotiate with the West to
try and restart some version
ofthe2015nucleardeal. He’s
putthe need for the deal in eco-

nomic terms, saying [ran needs
to communicate with the
world. Iran’s former Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif, who served under therel-
ative-moderate President Has-
san Rouhaniand helped strike
the nuclear deal, has backed
him. However, analysts believe
Pezeshkian would need a
heavy turnout to win—which
is unlikely, given the current
apathy gripping the nation.
Mostafa Pourmohammadi:
Pourmohammadi, 64, is the
only Shiite clericrunningin the
election. He served as interi-
or minister under hard-line
President Mahmoud Ahma-
dinejad andlater asjustice min-
ister under Rouhani. In 2006,
the United States State Depart-
ment referred to Pourmo-
hammadi as a “notorious
human rights violator” for a
leadingrole in the 1988 mass
execution of several thousand
political prisonersat Tehran’s
notorious Evin prison.
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focus now is on Julian being
reunited with his family,”
Hrafnsson told the PA news
agency.

In a statement posted on
the social media platform X,
WikiLeaks said Assange board-
ed a plane after leaving the
high-security London prison
where he has spent thelast five
years. WikiLeaks applauded
the announcement of the
deal, sayingitwas grateful for
“all who stood by us, fought
for us, and remained utterly
committed in the fight for his
freedom.”

Albanese told Parliament
that an Australian envoy had
flown with Assange from Lon-
don.

“Regardless of the views that
people have about Mr.
Assange’s activities, the case
has dragged on for too long,”
Albanese said.

“There’s nothing to be
gained by his continued incar-
ceration and we want him
brought home to Australia.”

The deal ensures that
Assange willadmit guiltwhile
also sparing him additional
prison time.

He is expected to be sen-
tenced to the five years he has
already spent in the British
prison while fighting extra-
dition to the U.S. to face
charges, a process that has
played outin aseries ofhear-
ings in London.

Ukraine, Moldova
set to launch EU
membership talks
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Ukraine is set to officially
launch membership talks
with the European Union
onTuesdayinwhat President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
described as a dream come
true for his country’s citizens
more than two years into a
war with Russia.

Deputy prime minister
for European and Euro-
Atlanticintegration Olga Ste-
fanishynawilllead Ukraine’s
delegation at an intergov-
ernmental conference in
Luxembourg marking the
official opening of talks to align
the country’slaws and stan-
dards with those of the 27-
nation bloc.

Afewhourslater, Moldo-
va, which applied tojoin the
EU after Russia’sinvasion of
Ukraine in February 2022
and was granted candidate
status four monthslater, will
take partin aseparateinter-
governmental conference to
officiallylaunchits own acces-
sion process. Ukraine, too,
sought candidate statusin the
daysafter Russiainvaded. By
June 2022, EU leaders had
quickly made it official. But
things have moved more
slowly since then and mem-
bership, ifit comes, mightbe
years away. Turkey’s acces-
sion talks havelasted almost
two decades without result.

Still, starting the talks
process is sending another
strong signal of solidarity
with Ukraine beyond the bil-
lionsin financial support the
EU has provided. It’s also a
show of support for Moldo-
va, which has faced its own
challenges with Russia.

“Generations of our peo-
ple are realizing their Euro-
peandream. Ukraineisreturn-
ing to Europe,” Zelenskyy
said in an online post after
EUmember states agreed on
Friday to open the talks.

A Chineselunarprobereturnsto Earthwiththeworld’s first samples fromthefar sideofthemoon

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BANGKOK, 25 JUNE

China’s Chang’e 6 probe
returned on Earth with rock
and soil samples from thelit-
tle-explored far side of the
moon in a global first.

The probe landed in the
Inner Mongolian region in
northern China on Tuesday
afternoon.

“I now declare that the
Chang’e 6 Lunar Exploration
Mission achieved complete
success,” ZhangKejian, Direc-
tor of the China National Space
Administration, said in a tel-
evised news conference after
the landing.

Chinese scientists anticipate
the returned samples will
include 2.5 million-year-old vol-
canic rock and other materi-
al that scientists hope will

answer questions about geo-
graphic differences on the
moon’s two sides.

Thenearsideiswhatis seen
from Earth, and the far side faces
outer space. Thefarsideisalso
known to have mountains
and impact craters, contrast-
ing with the relatively flat
expanses visible on the near
side.

Theprobehadlandedinthe
moon’s South Pole-Aitken
Basin, animpact crater created
more than4 billion years ago.
The samples scientists are
expecting will likely come
from different layers of the
basin, which will bear traces
of the different geological
eventsacrossitslong chronol-
ogy, such as when the moon
wasyounger and had an active
inside that could produce vol-
canic rock.

While past U.S. and Sovi-
et missions have collected
samples from the moon’s near
side, the Chinese mission was
the first that has collected
samples from the far side.

“Thisisaglobalfirstin the
sense thatit’s the first time any-
one has been able to take off
from the far side of the moon

and bringbacksamples,” said
Richard de Grijs, a professor
of astrophysics at Macquarie
University in Australia.
Themoon programis part
of a growing rivalry with the
U.S.—stilltheleaderin space
exploration — and others,
including Japan and India.
China has put its own space

station in orbit and regularly
sends crews there.

China’sleaderXiJinpingsent
a message of congratulations
tothe Chang’e team, saying that
itwasa “landmarkachievement
in our country’s efforts at
becoming a space and tech-
nological power.”

The probe left earth on
May 3, and its journey lasted
53 days. The probe hasdrilled
into the core and scooped
rocks from the surface.

The samples “are expect-
ed to answer one of the most
fundamental scientific ques-
tionsinlunar scienceresearch:
what geologic activityis respon-
siblefor the differences between
thetwo sides?” said Zongyu Yue,
a geologist at the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, in a
statementissued in the Inno-
vation Monday, ajournal pub-

lished in partnershipwith the
Chinese Academy of Sciences.

China in recent years has
launched multiple success-
ful missions to the moon, col-
lecting samples from the
moon’s near side with the
Chang’e 5 probe previously.

They are also hoping that
the probe will return with
material that bear traces of
meteorite strikes from the
moon’s past. That material
could shed light on the solar
system’s early days.

There’s a theory that the
moonacted asavaccum clean-
er of sorts, attracting all the
meteorites and debris in the
system’s earlier era so that
theydidn’t hit Earth, said de
Grijs, who is also executive
director at the Internation-
al Space Science Institute —
Beijing.
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